Newsletter Addendum (October 2014):
This is a special addendum regarding the Ebola virus and events related to its arrival on our shores.
See below a letter from the National AACN president and our Region 6 CAT.

We urge all of you to show support for the Dallas ICU nurses in the eye of the storm right
now. See exactly how below…
Hello Region 6 leaders
I am sure that you have heard that now two of our fellow nurses is fighting Ebola, and many more are
quarantined at Texas Health Presbyterian Hospital, Dallas. This may spark many emotions for you and
your chapter members and colleagues. This is a time for us to join together and keep each other
supported.
One of the ways in which we can show support on a local level to Nina Pham and her colleagues is to
sent our thoughts, prayers and maybe notes of encouragement their way. The Dallas Chapter will pass
on mail and messages to Nina and all of the nurses at Texas Health Presbyterian, so you are welcome to
respond digitally or by mail, if you would like to share your thoughts and regards with them. I'm sure
our encouragement will help all of the nurses, including Nina, keep their flames focused in health with
the warm glow of our love and support.
Dallas County Chapter of AACN
PO BOX 823137
Dallas, TX 75382
Also please click the links to
follow AACNDallasCountyChapter Facebook page and DallasAACN Twitter account.
In addition to our support for Nina and our colleagues in Dallas I also wanted to send my love and
support to you all, and the wonderful job that you do every day providing exceptional nursing care.
The AACN has committed to keeping us informed with accurate information: The “What’s New” section
of the AACN website has been updated with an Ebola page including links to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC). They strongly encourage you to review the important information and
resources available on the CDC website. Please keep me updated of any trends or issues that you may
see in your area related to EVD.
Love to all
Sharon (Region 6 CAT)

Finally, we urge you to reach out to your community of nurses for support and online
resources as needed. Also, share with us how your unit is preparing so that we can share
best practices and ideas!
Dear Chapter Leaders and CATs,
The news continues to unfold related to the Ebola Virus Disease (EVD). As you have probably seen by now, a letter
was sent today to all nurses in our AACN community. We outlined our activities and listed resources that nurses can
access as they seek to stay informed about EVD and how to protect themselves and others.
As a leader in the AACN community, we ask for your assistance in providing guidance and support to members in
your chapters and your communities at large. The following suggestions are intended to help support you in your role
as a key AACN leader.







Stay informed with accurate information: The “What’s New” section of the AACN website has been updated with an
Ebola page including the above letter and links to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the
authoritative agency for infectious disease prevention and control. We strongly encourage you to review the
important information and resources available on the CDC website.
Educate others with facts. Encourage others to access the clinical resources outlined in the email sent earlier today.
Partner with leaders at your hospital to make sure the necessary protocols, resources and equipment are available
for the safe delivery of patient care.
Keep the AACN national office staff informed of trends and issues that you are seeing in your area related to EVD.
Direct any media inquiries to the national AACN office. For clarity and consistency of messaging, please forward all
media inquiries to our Communications Manager Melinda Beckett-Maines (melinda.beckett-maines@aacn.org or 949448-7358). Please do not give statements or interviews on behalf of AACN.

We know this may be an unsettling time for you and others in our community. Through our collective leadership,
consistency and compassion we will help all of our colleagues through this challenging time.
Thank you for your leadership and for the important work that you do in caring for patients and their families as well
as your AACN colleagues and friends.
Sincerely,

Teri Lynn Kiss, RN, MS, MSSW, CNML, CMSRN
Board President
American Association of Critical-Care Nurses
101 Columbia
Aliso Viejo, CA 92656-4109
800-899-2226 (AACN)
949-362-2020 (Fax)
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